On April 1 and 2, (PBS or local station information) will present Kind Hearted Woman, a powerful new five-hour special from FRONTLINE and INDEPENDENT LENS that examines the issue of sexual abuse through the story of one woman, Robin, a divorced single mother struggling to raise her children, further her education and heal herself from the wounds of abuse she suffered as a child. Filmmaker David Sutherland follows Robin over the course of three years as she fights to keep her family together through a custody battle with her ex-husband over their two children. During the course of the program, she discovers that her husband has sexually abused their daughter, and she struggles to break the cycle playing out from generation to generation.
While we may wish to believe this story is rare, statistics show that sexual abuse is far too common in the U.S.

According to RAINN, the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network:

* Every two minutes somewhere in America someone is sexually assaulted.

* The FBI ranks rape as the second most violent crime, trailing only murder.
 
* About 44% of rape victims are under age 18, and 80% are under age 30.
 
* Contrary to the belief that rapists are hiding in the bushes or in the shadows of the parking garage, almost two-thirds of rapes were committed by someone known to the victim.

The effects of sexual assault last a lifetime. Survivors are much more likely to suffer from depression, post-traumatic stress disorder, abuse alcohol or drugs and contemplate suicide.
Kind Hearted Woman offers an opportunity to bring this hidden issue to light. All of us can help stop sexual abuse. Get educated. Know the facts and reduce the risks for yourself and your loved ones. 

More information and resources are available by calling (number) or visiting www.___________________ (local rape crisis center or organization).
