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TELEVISION’S INDEPENDENT VOICE.





Talking Points for ITVS Community Cinema’s

Presentation of SHADYA

· Independent Television Service (ITVS) funds and presents independently produced programming for public television. ITVS was created by Congress in 1991 with a mission to create programming that takes creative risks, advances issues, and represents points of view not usually seen on public or commercial television.

· ITVS presents independent media that will expand civic participation by bringing diverse new voices and a variety of points of view into the public discourse.

· ITVS programs have received every award for television excellence, including Emmy Awards, Peabody Awards, and duPont Awards.

· ITVS Community Cinema promotes content produced by independent filmmakers on a series of diverse topics and issues. Community Cinema screening events provide audiences with the opportunity to engage in dialogue on contemporary social issues and encourages community members to connect with local organizations and community leaders on issues relevant to each of the films in the Community Cinema series offerings. ITVS does not take any position on the issues depicted in the films it funds, and does not endorse the perspective of the filmmakers who make them. Community Cinema is conceived as a community gathering place where diverse perspectives are welcome and where the points of view presented in the films can be discussed, and even challenged.
· SHADYA is a documentary about an Arab Israeli teenage girl struggling to balance her dreams to be a competitive athlete with the expectations of her family and the society in which she lives. SHADYA explores universal themes of identity, independence, gender dynamics, family dynamics, and religion and society. While the film is set against the backdrop of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, is not about the conflict.
· ITVS received approval from the filmmakers on all print and Web materials for SHADYA.
· Further information about ITVS is available at www.itvs.org.
Frequently Asked Questions About SHADYA

As answered by Co-producer Danny Hakim

Why did you make this film, and how did you meet Shadya?

Being educated in multi-cultural Australia I made many friends from different nationalities and religions and I represented Australia in many karate competitions with other immigrants to Australia. This enabled me to believe in the possibility of people living in harmony and led me to go to Israel to make the film. 
 

In 2002 I attended classes at Tel Aviv University to receive a national certificate for teaching karate in Israel. This is a certificate that all Israeli karate teachers must have (I had to do it even though I had taught Karate for over 25 years in many countries and have studied extensively in Japan). I met Shadya in this class and as my hebrew language skills were poor at the time, Shadya helped me with my Hebrew; in exchange I coached her in karate. 

How do the filmmakers of SHADYA identify themselves? 

DH:  Director Roy Westler is Israeli, but was born in Canadia. Co-producer Udi Kalinsky is Israeli. I am a Jewish Australian and a new immigrant to Israel. My grandparents were from Safed, a town in the Galilee. My family was there for 7 generations. They fled to Egypt in the early 1900s and were called Jewish Palestinians. My parents were born in Egypt and were considered Jewish Egyptians. I could be considered a Jewish Palestinian refugee. 

How does Shadya identify herself? 

DH: Shadya identifies herself as an Arab Israeli or Israeli Arab. There are many ways to define the identities of Arabs who live in Israel and the territories. Some Israeli Arabs identify themselves as Palestinian Israeli. Others identify themselves as Palestinians in Israel or Arabs in Israel. It is quite complicated and it depends upon whom you ask and where they live in Israel, i.e. mixed communities or Arab villages.

As I said earlier, I am a grandson of a Jewish Palestinian.  My parents are referred to as Arabic Jews because they are Jews from Egypt but are now Australian Jews of Arabic origin. 

Nobody is correct but everybody is right?

Why is Shadya’s relationship with her mother and brother so different from the relationship her sister has with them?  

DH:  Shadya has conflict with her mother because she does not agree with the way she feels her mother lets her sons boss her around. She dislikes her brothers (as you can see in the film) because they do not respect her independence. She also feels they are jealous of Shadya's success and her close relationship with her father. Her sister, Waeb, acquiesces to her brothers’ wishes. As long as she does that, they do not object to her practicing karate. As the youngest girl in the family, I see it as her way of surviving and finding acceptance in her family. 

Why do we not hear from Shadya’s mother in the movie?  

DH:  Shadya's mother devotes herself to taking care of the house and the young children in the family. She has no influence over Shadya. She did not want to appear in the film and whenever we filmed in the house, she would politely make us tea and then disappear.

FILMMAKERS STATEMENT

As filmmakers, we had an important opportunity to create a film with a strong statement—that personal freedom is something special and is worth fighting for. SHADYA captures the struggle of a 17-year-old girl caught between ambition and tradition as she grapples with her identity as both an Israeli Arab and a Muslim female. This film was a journey that brought us inside the lives of a traditional Muslim family and changed our views of what it means to be a young woman in today’s Israel.

The story of SHADYA portrays the universal conflict faced by Muslim girls and women as well as many young people in other cultures: the conflict between the inner yearning to be independent and to follow one’s dreams and the expectations of family and society at large to adhere to cultural traditions. We believe that this film shows that ambition and hard work can be used as tools to fight culturally ingrained perceptions and ignorance. Also through this film we show that many Israelis do accept Arab Muslims in our society. 

As Israeli citizens, we live each day with a diverse array of ethnic populations. The Israeli Arabs are one of these populations.

Every human being deserves a normal life regardless of origin, religion or color. This belief is the underlying theme in the story of SHADYA, the story of a spirited Israeli Arab girl who challenges the traditional Muslim lifestyle planned for her, by fighting to become a world karate champion. 

We are grateful that Shadya and her father were willing to make the film, thereby making a statement to their peers, and we feel privileged to have been able to witness Shadya’s transformation into a responsible young woman. 

Shadya now lives in the village of Daburia, north of Galilee. It’s an area that has been deeply affected by recent missile attacks. She has returned to karate, as a teacher, and will be working for Danny in the Budo for Peace Association (BFP), a nonprofit aimed at breaking down barriers to peace by bringing together youth from areas in conflict to learn and practice martial arts. We believe that if Shadya continues training and gets back to form, she can be the world champion once again.
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