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DIRECTED BY LISA MERTON & ALAN DATER



TAKING ROOT: The Vision of Wangari Maathai 
By Lisa Merton and Alan Dater 

How does the simple act of planting trees lead to winning the Nobel Peace Prize? Ask Wangari 
Maathai of Kenya. In 1977, she suggested rural women plant trees to address problems stemming 
from a degraded environment. Under her leadership, their tree-planting grew into a nationwide 
movement to safeguard the environment, defend human rights, and promote democracy. Maathai 
won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004.

TAKING ROOT WILL AIR NATIONALLY ON THE EMMY® AWARD-WINNING  
PBS SERIES INDEPENDENT LENS ON JANUARY 5, 2012 AT 10 PM.  
CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS.

Visit the Independent Lens website to learn more about TAKING ROOT. Share your thoughts 
about the film in Talkback—online at pbs.org/independentlens/takingroot.

TAKING ROOT was produced by Lisa Merton and Alan Dater. The Emmy award-winning  
series Independent Lens is jointly curated by ITVS and PBS and is funded by the Corporation  
for Public Broadcasting (CPB) with additional funding provided by PBS and the National 
Endowment for the Arts

To find out more about Community Cinema visit communitycinema.org
MEDIA ENGAGEMENT
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