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TOPICS AND ISSUES RELEVANTTO ALMOST HOME

As you plan your screening, you might consider
finding speakers, panelists, or discussion leaders
who have expertise in one or more of the
following areas:

Aging Nursing homes

Alzheimer’s disease Person-first/person-

Assisted living centered care

Culture change in Public policy

long-term care Race relations

Dementia “Sandwich generation”

End of life care Senior citizens

Gerontology Socioeconomic class

Nursing

ASYOU PLANYOUR EVENT

A screening of ALMOST HOME can be used to spark
interest in any of the topics listed above as well as to
inspire individual and community action. Using the
checklist below will help ensure a high-quality and
high-impact event.

Set realistic goals.

Will you host a single screening or use the film to spur
ongoing efforts? Will you steer a panel or discussion
toward a specific topic or let the audience pursue whatever
issues they choose? Be sure to include your event part-
ners in the decision-making process. Being clear about
your goals will make it much easier to structure the event,
target publicity and evaluate results.

Structure your event to match it to your goals.

Do you need an outside facilitator, translator or sign lan-
guage interpreter? If your goal is to share information
beyond what is included in the film, are there local experts
on the topic who should be present? How large an audi-
ence do you want? (Large groups are appropriate for
information exchanges. Small groups allow for more
intensive dialogue.)
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Arrange to involve all stakeholders.

It is especially important that people be allowed to speak
for themselves. If you expect audience members to plan
action that affects people other than those present, decide
how you will give voice to those not in the room.

Choose an accessible venue.

Is it wheelchair accessible? Is it in a part of town that’s
easy to reach by various types of transportation? Can
you provide clear sighage? If you are bringing together
different constituencies, is it neutral territory? Does the
physical configuration of the room allow for the kind of
discussion you hope to have? Can everyone easily see
the screen and hear the film? Is the room comfortable?

Leave time to plan for action.

If you hope that your screening will have lasting impact,
it is important to leave time to plan action. Planning next
steps can help people leave the room feeling energized
and optimistic, even when the discussion has been
difficult. It is also important to be prepared to facilitate
networking. Consider having a sign-in sheet at the door
so people can share contact information of their choice,
like their e-mail address or phone number. Let participants
know exactly how that information will (and will not)

be shared.
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