
 
 

National Educational Telecommunications Association 
(NETA) presents War for Guam for Asian American and 

Pacific Islander Heritage Month 
The first public television documentary about the experience and 

impact of WWII on Guam, a US territory since 1898 
 

NEW YORK, April 2, 2015 – In May, to commemorate Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month and Memorial Day, public television stations throughout the 
country will begin broadcasting War for Guam, the latest production by award-winning 
filmmaker, writer, and scholar, Frances Negrón-Muntaner.   
 
The program tells the story of how the native people of Guam, the Chamorros, endured a 
three-year Japanese occupation only to be stripped of much of their ancestral lands by the 
U.S after the military liberated the island. “It’s vitally important to bring this story to the 
American audience, not only as a witness to history but to deepen our understanding of 
war’s effects on native people and their lands, not only then, but now,” said Gayle 
Loeber, Director of Programming and Information for NETA, a distributor for public 
television. “NETA’s program service is proud to include War for Guam in our catalog of 
diverse, well-told stories.”  
 
Filmmaker Negrón-Muntaner adds, “The program aims to amplify the voices of the 
people of Guam and contribute to an urgent dialogue regarding the long-term effects of 
U.S. military policy on the island.”  
 
Guam became a U.S. territory as a result of the Spanish-American War. From 1899 to 
1941, naval captains appointed by the president of the United States governed the island. 
Under American military rule, the Chamorros did not enjoy U.S. citizenship or basic civil 
rights. In 1941, Japan’s Imperial Army invaded Guam and harshly ruled the island until 
1944. The Chamorro people remained loyal to the U.S., risking their lives to protect 
American soldiers who had avoided deportation. Despite the fact that Guam was the only 
occupied Pacific island that was a U.S. territory, it was the last to be liberated by the 
American military. In part due to this delay, Japanese forces massacred nearly 10% of 
Guam’s population before the landing of U.S. marines. 
 
“This was a painful time for the Chamorros of Guam,” expressed Baltazar Aguon, the 
film’s co-producer. “All families were touched, including my own. The deep scars of that 
period and its aftermath still shape the lives of everyone on Guam.” 
 
The Chamorros, who had been interned in several concentration camps for weeks, 
welcomed the U.S. soldiers as saviors from death. Yet, immediately after Guam's 
liberation on July 21, 1944, the U.S. proceeded to confiscate three quarters of Guam's 
landmass for military and recreational purposes. Chamorros responded with a drive for 



the people of Guam to become U.S. citizens, believing that such status would protect 
them from the seizure of land. After years of organizing, in 1950, Chamorros became 
U.S. citizens. But basic citizenship rights such as the ability to vote for president and 
having a voting delegation in Congress were not extended; there was also no significant 
devolution of land. Instead, Guam was quickly ushered into a market economy where 
most activity revolved around military contracts and military service. Presently, nearly a 
third of Guam’s land remains under military control. 
 
“The sacrifice of the Chamorro people continues to this day,” said Guam Senator Frank 
Blas, Jr. “Today, Guam has the highest per capita rates of soldiers going and dying in 
U.S. wars. Most Chamorros are proud of their service. Yet the United States has a 
difficult time properly recognizing us as part of the American family. Many sons and 
daughters of Guam have paid the ultimate sacrifice for protecting liberties we are not 
afforded."  
 
Marginally employed or working for the military, Chamorros initially found it difficult to 
seek justice. But as Chamorros increasingly felt like squatters on their own land, the 
memory of the war started to change from that of being rescued to that of being occupied.  
“The war,” as survivor Jose Garrido concludes in the program, “is not over yet for us. We 
are still fighting” 
 

#### 
 
About the director  
Frances Negrón-Muntaner is the president of Polymorphous Pictures and an award-
winning filmmaker, writer, curator, and scholar. At Columbia University, she is the 
director of both the Center for the Study of Ethnicity and Race, and the Media and Idea 
Lab, as well as curator of the Latino Arts and Activism archive. Among her books and 
publications are Boricua Pop: Puerto Ricans and the Latinization of American Culture 
(CHOICE Award, 2004), and The Latino Media Gap (2014), a comprehensive report on 
the persistent marginalization of Latinos in English-language mainstream media. Her 
films include Brincando el charco: Portrait of a Puerto Rican (Whitney Biennial, 1995), 
Small City, Big Change (2014), and the upcoming Regarding Vieques (2016). 
 
For her work as a scholar and filmmaker, Negrón-Muntaner has received Ford, Truman, 
Scripps Howard, Rockefeller, Pew, and Chang-Chavkin fellowships. Major funders 
such as Social Science Research Council, Andy Warhol Foundation, and Independent 
Television Service have also supported her work. In 2008, the United Nations' Rapid 
Response Media Mechanism recognized her as a global expert in the areas of mass media 
and Latin/o American studies; in 2012, she received the Lenfest Award, one of Columbia 
University's most prestigious recognitions.  
 
For more information, please see francesnegronmuntaner.com and warforguam.com. 
 
 
 



 
About the Production  
War for Guam is a production of Polymorphous Pictures, produced in association with 
ITVS, PIC and CAAM with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting 
(CPB). 
 
Additional funding was provided by Guam Preservation Trust, Pennsylvania Humanities 
Council, Jerome Foundation, Paul Robeson Fund for Independent Media, Philadelphia 
Foundation, Guam Historical Society, Centennial Task Force, Puerto Rico Humanities 
Council and others.   
 
About the National Educational Telecommunications Association  
The National Educational Telecommunications Association (NETA) is a professional 
association that serves public television licensees and educational entities in all 50 states, 
the U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico. Since 1967, our reason for existing is to connect 
public television people and ideas, by providing quality programming, educational 
resources, professional development, management support, and national representation. 
For more information, please visit http://www.netaonline.org/whatis.htm. 
 
About ITVS  
Independent Television Service (ITVS) funds, presents, and promotes award-winning 
documentaries on public television, innovative new media projects on the Web, and the 
Emmy® Award-winning weekly series Independent Lens on Monday nights at 10 p.m. 
on PBS. Mandated by Congress in 1988 and funded by the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, ITVS has brought thousands of independently produced programs to 
American audiences. For more visit itvs.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
	  


